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REVELATION OF GOD’S VISION


God's Plan in the Bible as a Whole

QUITE OFTEN, WHEN WE look at a building, of whatever style, it is quite easy to detect the Architect's plan by just looking at the roof and windows, or at the doors etc.
In the human body also, we are compelled to recognise the working out of a marvelous plan, whether we consider the nerve system, blood circulation, or the bone structure. So now, we will naturally expect, if the Bible is all that it claims to be, it will be found to constitute what the classical scholars might call an organic unity.
Now the following three laws govern what is a perfect or complete organism:
That each and every part is essential to the whole.
That each part is related to, or corresponds to, all the other parts, as in the human body, hand corresponds to hand, eye to eye, etc.
That all of the parts of such an organism must be pervaded by the spirit of life.
On these lines, the Bible is certainly a complete organism, for the Scriptures are found in themselves to contain a well-considered plan showing that each part belongs to,


and contributes towards the beauty and perfection of the whole.
The correspondence of its various parts, each to the other, is strikingly apparent; the whole being pervaded in every part by the spirit of life—'it is the Spirit that quick-eneth; the flesh profiteth nothing, the words that I speak unto you they are spirit, and they are life' (John 6:63).
'And take the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God' (Eph. 6:17).
With such completeness in itself, that no part can be dispensed with, there is neither need nor room for any additional part or parts.
In this section the object is to throw out hints, and call attention to some of the outstanding features of this wonderful plan, which are traceable everywhere. Let us look first at some of the more general indications of the plan, which lie scattered throughout its pages. Then we will take the Old and New Testaments, comparing them together, finally taking some of the Books separately, finding undeniable traces of a Divine Plan in each.

THE BIBLE AS A WHOLE
The Bible begins, (as we might expect) with God: 'In the beginning God..." Indeed, these few words constitute the key, not only to the Bible, but to all created things.
The Bible ends with man—the last of all God's creations; 'The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all' (Rev. 22:21).
So God is at one extreme end of the Bible, and man at the other. But then the Bible is a message from God to man, and its object is to bring man to God, and we find that, in the middle verse of the Bible, which is Psalm 118:8, man and God (originally so near)—'so God created man in His own image' (Gen. 1:27) but by sin separated so far apart that they '... hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God' (Gen. 3:8)—are brought together.  God's Plan in the Bible as a Whole   
Although the divisions into chapters and verses is a purely human arrangement, it is still quite remarkable that this little verse, standing strangely in the middle of (our) Bible, is in itself a miniature Bible, and contains the germ of nearly all its teachings.
It warns us to turn from confidence in poor fallen man, and it woos us to a heart confidence in our Saviour God. 'It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man' (Ps. 118:8).
Then also, we find throughout the Bible that the idea of a Trinity is very prominent. Not only the Holy Trinity, but a trinity of evil also.
Man himself is a trinity—spirit, soul and body (1 Thess. 5:23). From the beginning man has ever been assailed by a trinity of evil. Around him there is the world. Within him there is the flesh. Beneath him there is the devil. The flesh itself constitutes a trinity of evil. There is the lust of the flesh. There is the lust of the eyes. There is the pride of life (1 John 2:16).
Now it is perhaps quite remarkable that it was this last named trinity that was the three-fold temptation, both to our first parents in Eden, (Gen. 3:6) when they fell and ruined the race, and to Jesus in the wilderness, the second Adam (Luke 4:3,5,9,10) when He overcame and saved the race.
In Eden, Eve saw that 'the tree was good for food': lust of the flesh. The tree was 'pleasant to the eyes': lust of the eyes. The tree was.. .'a tree to make one wise': pride of life.
In Jesus' temptation in the wilderness we see the same thing in other words: 'Command this stone that it be made bread': lust of the flesh. 'The devil showed to Him all the kingdoms of the world': lust of the eyes. 'Cast Thyself down from hence': pride of life.
In the first case there was failure because God's Word was doubted; 'Yea, hath God said?' (Gen. 3:1).
In the second case there was victory by reliance on, and using the Word of God alone; 'It is written' (Matt. 4:4).



    The Scripture of Truth
It is also most significant to follow the plan by which the Holy Trinity is revealed in the Bible.
Three times, (and only three) in the early chapters of the Bible the word 'Us' is used for the Deity. First in Genesis 1:26, where God said, 'Let Us make man in our image, after our own likeness'. Then in Genesis 3:22 'Behold the man is become as one of Us to know good and evil'. Then again in Genesis 11:7 'Let Us go down and there confound their language'.
How significant is this word 'Us' in which the Holy Trinity, though not actually declared, is undoubtedly referred to, first, in connection with the 'creation' of man, secondly, in connection with the 'sin' of man, and thirdly, in connection with the 'judgments' of man.
Then there are those remarkable words in Deuteronomy 6:4: 'Hear O Israel; the Lord our God is One Lord'. Translation is more fully explained in Scripture of Truth by S. Collet, and Tracts for Jews, No. 1 by Rev J. Wilkinson, but the literal rendering of this verse is, 'Hear O Israel; the Lord our God, the Lord is One' [see NKJVj.
While we therefore see the Holy Trinity mentioned thus specifically at the very beginning of the Bible, and afterwards referred to generally throughout the Scriptures, the Three Persons of the Trinity were only 'progressively revealed' in all their fullness to man: in the Old Testament we have the revelation of God the Father—this takes away our infidelity. And the Father is our special strength against the world (1 John 2:15).
'Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.'
In the Gospels we have the revelation of God the Son. This takes away our sin. Jesus is our special strength against the devil (Matt. 4:1-11), Jesus' victory over Satan.
In the Acts of the Apostles we have the revelation of God the Holy Spirit. This takes away our hardness of heart. The Holy Spirit is our special strength against the
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flesh, (Gal. 5:17) 'For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other.'
In the Epistles we have the revelation of the whole Trinity, in words which are probably more familiar to Christians than any others: 'The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit'(2 Cor. 13:14).
At this point it may be quite instructive to notice that the three principal Jewish feasts, (when all the males were to present themselves before the Lord), set out the figure of that same glorious Trinity.
The Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:34) is associated with God the Father, who, while the children of Israel were dwelling in tents in the wilderness, Himself also dwelt in a tent among them, saying, 'Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them' (Exod. 25:8). A faint forth-telling of that more blessed time, when it shall once more be said, 'Behold the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them' (Rev. 21:3): This feast took place on the 15th day of the 7th month, Tishri—our September.
The Feast of Passover (Exod. 12:17, Lev. 23:5). This took place in the first month, Nisan or Abib—March, or April; its chief feature being Redemption by Blood. This is associated with God the Son. It was on the occasion of this feast that Jesus was crucified.
The Feast of Pentecost. 'Pentecost' is derived from the Greek, and means 'Fiftieth'. It is called by the Jews the 'Feast of Weeks', (Exod. 34:22) because it was observed 7 weeks, or 50 days after the Passover. This represents God the Holy Spirit. It was on this day that the Lord came down (in fire) 'On Mount Sinai' (Exod. 19:18). It was also at this feast that the Holy Spirit came in 'like as of fire' upon the early church (Acts 2:3).
How vulnerable Israel must have been at these feast times, when, 'Thrice in the year shall all your men children appear before the Lord God' (Exod. 34:23). Surrounded as
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Israel was by enemies, how easy it would have been for them to calculate an occasion without defence or security and take over the nation. But with the command went a promise; 'neither shall any man desire thy land when thou shalt go up to appear before the Lord thy God thrice in the year' (Exod. 34:24).
It is worth noting here, that in his notes on Exodus, Prof. Bush says that Jewish history is unanimous in showing that not once during the appointed feast times, during the 900 years from Moses to the captivity, does it appear that Israel's enemies sought to invade, 'neither desired they their land'.
Isn't it supremely comforting to notice these feasts setting forth the Trinity in the Inspired Word, and also Jehovah's great faithfulness towards His people in those things which so closely affected their national and domestic life?
It is both interesting and quite striking just to consider references to gold in the Bible.
We first read of gold in Genesis 2:11 '...of the whole land of Havilah where there is gold; and the gold of that land is good'. But the different ways in which its value has been estimated in all time, are clearly shown in the last reference to it found in the Bible. In the description of Babylon—type of the world—we find in the inventory given in Revelation 18:12, gold comes first, and the souls of men last.
Whereas in the description of the New Jerusalem— emblem of the True Church of God—the first thing mentioned is 'Glory of God' (Rev. 21:11) while gold was underneath their feet in 'the streets of the City' (Rev. 21:21) and even there it was as 'transparent glass'.
Further in the plan of Scripture, the Bible, as the Living Word, covers all time; yesterday, today, and for ever (Heb. 13:8): 'Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and for ever'.
This may therefore be divided under three headings:


Its history, which looks back, and carries us into unknown past, and records the lives of good and bad men with equal truthfulness.
Its spiritual and moral teaching, which shines on every page, appealing to us in every conceivable way in history, prophecy, biography, precept and song.
'Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? Prudent, and he shall know them?' (Hos. 14:9). This is
God's 'today'. Its prophecy, which looks on into the otherwise unknown future. 'I AM God, and there is none like
Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My Counsel shall stand' (Isa. 46:10). Thus throwing the Only Sure Light (2 Pet. 1:19) on that time when the balances of justice shall be held in the hands of
Him who knows the secrets of all hearts (1 Cor. 4:5) when every wrong will be righted, every inequality adjusted, every mystery explained; when that which is good will be more than amply rewarded, and sin will
be punished and for ever done away (Matt. 13:40,43).

This is God's 'for ever'.
Under this wide heading, 'the whole Bible', the method of God's dealings with man is also clearly shown. From Adam to the flood we get the history of the human race: God dealing with man as man. Here we see man under conscience. From the flood onwards, throughout the Old Testament, we get the history, not of the human race, but of the 'Chosen Race'. The Jew, through Noah, Abraham, David, etc., God dealing with His own peculiar people, the nations of the earth only being referred to in so far as they bear upon, and affect, that chosen race. Here we see man under Law.
In the New Testament we get the history, not of the human race, nor of the chosen race, the Jew, but of The Church of God—God dealing with His people in Jesus Christ. Here we see man under Grace.

There was one law given to sinless man in Eden, which was broken. There were ten laws given to sinful, but favoured man at Sinai, which were also broken. Finally, the whole law was given to the perfect man, who perfectly kept it on our behalf, and then voluntarily endured the penalty we had incurred by breaking it; so meeting every claim of divine righteousness, so 'that God might be Just, and the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus' (Rom. 3:26).
Another most interesting feature to note is, that if the Bible were to be divided into two equal parts, the Book of Psalms would be found to be in the centre, with this resulting design: that those books which precede and those that follow that central book, are principally occupied with God's voice to man, while in the Book of Psalms we have man's voice crying out to God.
May we not here learn that God's call to man (although that call thunders with the law), as in the early part of the Old Testament, demands a response. When that response is made, (as in the Psalms) the ear and heart are prepared for further messages, and again the Almighty speaks, as in the Gospels and Epistles, but now Grace predominates.
This naturally leads us into the second part of our subject: the discovery of a definite plan in comparing the Old and New Testaments.
THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
The Old Testament begins with God. 'In the beginning God...'
The New Testament begins with Jesus. 'The Book of the Generation of Jesus Christ...'
We may also have noticed, that while the Old Testament contains much of Grace in it, it deals chiefly with law, and so we find that it ends with the word 'curse' (Mai. 4:6) for man had broken the law, of which the Old Testament
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speaks, and it was written, 'Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them' (Deut. 27:26).
On the other hand, the New Testament, while by no means excluding law (Rom. 3:31) deals chiefly with Grace, and so ends, not with a curse, but a blessing. 'The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, Amen' (Rev. 22:21).
So we read that, in the Old Testament, that the law was given by Moses; in the New Testament that 'Grace... came by Jesus Christ' (John 1:17).
In perfect keeping with this, we find that one of the first miracles wrought by Moses was that of turning the water into blood (Exod. 7:19), a type of death; while the first miracle performed by Jesus, was that of turning water into wine (John 2:1-11) representing joy and strength.
In these comparisons, it is surely not without significance that, of the first two brothers mentioned in the Old Testament, one murdered the other (Gen. 4:8), while of the first two we read in the New Testament, one led the other to Jesus Qohn 1:41,42).
Again, practically the first question in the Old Testament is a call from God to man, 'Where art thou?' (Gen. 3:9), while the first question in the New Testament, is man's cry for God in Christ, 'Where is He?' (Matt. 2:2).
The strong desire of the Old Testament is that, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God' (Deut. 6:5), while the inestimable gift of the New Testament is that the Lord thy God loveth thee. 'For God so loved the world that He gave..." (John 3:16).
At the same time we must not for a moment fall into the error of looking at the Old and New Testments as if they were two separate or opposing books. They are not. They give two aspects of the mind and purpose of the unchanging God. Both enshrine the Saviour, each revealing our Blessed Lord from its particular point of view.
In the Old Testament we see Christ. In the New Testament we see Jesus.
Of the Old and New Testaments it has been truly said:

'The New is in the Old contained, while the Old is by the New explained.' 'The New is in the Old concealed, the Old is by the New revealed.' 'The New is enfolded in the Old, the Old is unfolded by the New.' 'The Old is the solid and firm foundation of God's unchangeable law of righteousness, on which the New, with all its beauty and grace is built.'
THE OLD TESTAMENT
We can hear only select as specimens, a few of the principal books, calling brief attention to the divine plan discernible in each.
Genesis
This is the book of the beginnings: the beginnings of life, the beginnings of death, the beginnings of life from the dead.
So it begins with the Living God. 'In the beginning God...' and it ends with a dead man 'So Joseph died', and the story of the book is the story of the fall, telling how, 'sin entered into the world, and death by sin' (Rom. 5:12).
But the purpose and work of God, however much they may seem to be frustrated for a time, and marred, will nevertheless ultimately attain their final and glorious consummation; so through the dark and awful cloud of man's sins, there shines in this book the first promise of the Redeemer (3:15).
But unfortunately, the true beauty of God's plan in this book is partly hidden from our view owing to the arrangement of the chapters. In our English Bible, Genesis has 50 chapters while the true construction of the book demands that there should only be eleven chapters. (The chapters in our Bible were determined in the year 1251, by Cardinal
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Hugo, who determined them to meet the Latin Concordance which he was preparing.)
These eleven chapters are very easily recognisable by any English reader, as they all, after the first, begin in the same way:
'These are the generations of..." They also reveal a line of descent from Adam which, after many generations, culminated in the Messiah.

The first 'true' chapter embraces chapter 1:1 to chapter 2:3 and gives a general account of Creation. The second embraces 2:4 to 4:26 and gives the generations of the Heavens and the earth. The third embraces 5:1 to 6:8 giving the generations of Adam, Seth being chosen for the Messianic line. The fourth embraces 6:9 to 9:29 giving the generations of Noah, Shem being chosen for the Messianic line. The fifth embraces 10:1 to 11:9 giving the generations of Noah's sons. The sixth embraces 11:10-26 giving the generations of Shem. The seventh embraces 11:27 to 25:11 giving the generations of Terah, Abram being chosen for the Messianic line. The eighth embraces 25:12 to 25:18 giving the generations of Ishmael. The ninth embraces 25:19 to 35:29 giving the generations of Isaac, Jacob being chosen for the Messianic line. The tenth embraces 36:1 to 37:1 giving the generations of Esau. The eleventh embraces 37:2 to 50:26 giving the generations of Jacob, Joseph being chosen for the Messianic line.
But in the eleventh 'true' chapter, a striking feature of Bible principle is presented. From among the descendants of Jacob we should have expected, in the natural course of things, that Reuben, the first born, 'The excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power' (Gen. 49:3) would have been selected as the prominent character and as the one chosen for the Messianic line; or, failing him, the story of Judah should have filled the remaining pages. He was actually in the Messiah's line, 'For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah' (Heb. 7:14) but for some reason or other, both Reuben and Judah are rejected as represent-
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atives of the Messiah, and Joseph is chosen, he becoming the prominent character throughout the rest of the book.
Now if we ask, why? a careful study of the whole subject will be found to show the solemn fact that each of these three men was, at different times tempted to commit exactly the same sin, with the following results; Reuben yielded, and lay with his father's concubine (Gen. 35:22), Judah yielded, and sinned in the like manner with his daughter-in-law (Gen. 38:16). Joseph, however, steadfastly refused the continual overtures of Potiphar's wife saying, 'How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?'(Gen. 39:8,9).
Is not the explanation to be found here? So we see that Reuben's sin, (although apparently passed over at the time), actually disqualified him for a position in the Messianic genealogy (Gen. 49:4). Judah also, though in the Messianic line, was disqualified by his sin from filling that prominent position in Bible history, as representative of the Messiah, which he doubtless would otherwise have occupied. While Joseph, resisting a similar sin, and choosing 'the blessedness of the man that endureth temptation' (Jas. 1:12) became the chosen man to represent the Messiah. So the story of Joseph, and not Reuben or Judah, fills the remaining chapters of Genesis.
In a somewhat remarkable passage in 1 Chronicles 5:1,2 the Holy Spirit, hundreds of years later, calls special attention to these solemn facts in this manner: 'Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (for he was the firstborn); but, forasmuch as he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel; and the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birthright.
'For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph's.'
Truly 'the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him' (2 Chron. 16:9).
(Sometimes we may think that an immoral act recorded
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in Scripture is passed over without any comment or condemnation immediately attached to it. But all sin is condemned in the Bible, (Prov. 14:34) and the link between any specific sin and its condemnation has only to be searched for.)
Now it may well be interesting and instructive to note another feature of this book of Genesis. While all the 'true' chapters commence in a similar way, the 'third' chapter, (Gen. 5:1) is slightly different, and begins 'This is the Book of the generations of Adam'. Now there is only one other place in the whole of the Bible where this expression occurs (Matt. 1:1). 'The Book of the generation of Jesus Christ.'
The first of these then, is the 'sinner's book', containing the names of every member of the family of the first man, 'of the earth, earthy' (1 Cor. 15:47), the children of the flesh (Rom. 8:3).
The second (Matt. 1:1) is the Saviour's book, 'The Book of Life' (Phil. 4:3) containing the names of those who are the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:26).
In one of these two books the name of every man, woman and child stands. By nature we are children of Adam, and as a result 'children of wrath' because 'children of disobedience' (Eph. 2:2,3). And it is written 'In Adam all die' (1 Cor. 15:22, Eph. 2:1). So the vital importance of the Saviour's words 'Ye must be born again' (John 3:7) is, that in order to escape the consequences of sin attached to every member of the Adamic race, it is necessary to become a member, by the New Birth, of a totally different family, of which the 'second Adam', pure and free from sin, is the Head: and concerning whom it is said, 'In Christ shall all be made alive' (1 Cor. 15:22).
It is this second book which is referred to in such solemn language, concerning the City of God. 'There shall in no wise enter into it any... but they which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life' (Rev. 21:27). 'And whosoever was not found written in The Book of Life, was cast into the lake of fire' (Rev. 20:15).
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A further point to notice, is the very marked difference in the records of Genesis, of those who are in the direct line of the Messiah, and those who are not.
The descendants of those who are not in the line of the Messiah, are in every case given first—Cain's (4:17) comes before Seth's (5:7). Japheth's (10:2) and Ham's (10:6) come before Shem's (11:10). Ishmael's (25:12) comes before Isaac's (25:19). Esau's (36:1) comes before Jacob's (37:2).
Now this at first sight may seem strange, but it is in perfect keeping with the whole teaching of the Bible. 'That was not first which is Spiritual' (1 Cor. 15:46). So those whose names appear first, are the children of the flesh, and represent the 'men of the world who have their portion in this life' (Ps. 17:14).
Those who are in the line of Christ, and whose names are mentioned last, represent those who confess that they are 'strangers and pilgrims on the earth' (Heb. 11:13) and can afford to wait, for they 'desire a better country that is an heavenly'(Heb. 11:16).
So the prosperous worldly man is not to be envied, nor the poor suffering saint despised.
Exodus
Now as Genesis begins, as we have seen, with the Living God, and ends with a dead man, Exodus opens with a description of the people far from God, under the yoke of a heathen monarch, in the midst of Egyptian idolatries, (some of which no doubt they themselves had learned... hence the readiness with which they made the golden calf, chap. 32). But the book closes with that same people as near to God as they had been far from Him, with the Tabernacle set up in their midst, overshadowed by the Glory Cloud of Jehovah's presence (Exod. 40:34). A beautiful type of Israel's future blessedness; 'and I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them' (Rev. 21:3). The story of the book, with its numerous offerings and
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sacrifices, is the story of how those people—once so far from God—were judicially saved from sin's dread consequences, and 'made nigh by the blood of the lamb' (12:13; 29:38-42).
It is also worth noting that Moses, although one of the grandest characters in the Bible, was yet not able to bring the people into the promised land. Had he done so, it would have completely upset the plan and teaching of the Bible. Moses represented the law, and the law never saved anyone yet, nor can it (Rom. 3:20). But Joshua, whose very name means 'Saviour', appeared as a type of Christ, and did 'what the law could not do' (Rom. 8:3) and led the people into the promised land.
Esther
In this book it has often been supposed that the Name of God is not mentioned; being the only book, besides the Song of Solomon to omit God's Name.
The English reader will indeed search for that Holy Name. This very fact however, is a testimony to its inspiration.
The truth is, that in those days when this book was written, God's people were in such a Godless condition, that the Almighty would not allow His Name to be publicly associated with them, in the book inspired by His Spirit to form a permanent part of the sacred records; thus solemnly confirming the awful words, 'If ye forsake Him He will forsake you' (2 Chron. 15:2).
But, (and here is one of the beauties of the Bible), it is not correct to say the name of God is not there. It is there (and is beautifully described by Dr Bullinger in The Name of Jehovah in the book of Esther) four times over. These four occasions are not easily discernable, as they appear in acrostic form, and only in the Hebrew language.
The Hebrew word 'Jehovah' originally consisted of the four consonants '] H V H' (that is, no vowels were used), and it is this name which lies hidden in the book, first in the
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initial letters of four Hebrew words in 1:20 read forwards. (Hebrew is read from right to left, that is 'H V H J', from right to left) second, in the initial letters of four Hebrew words in 5:4 read backwards, that is from left to right 'J H V H'. Third in the final letters of four Hebrew words in 5:13 read forwards, that is from right to left 'HVH J'. Fourth, in the final letters of four Hebrew words in 7:7 read backwards, that is from left to right'] H V H'.
In each of these cases, 'J H V H' may be spelt. How wonderfully this is in perfect harmony with the teaching of the Bible, that while God does seem to withdraw Himself from His people who forsake Him (2 Chron. 24:20) yet He never absolutely and finally leaves His Redeemed (Rom. 11:2). 'God hath not cast away His People which He foreknew', although owing to their unfaithfulness, He may so hide His face that outwardly He cannot be traced.
Psalms
This book of 150 Psalms is really divided into five distinct books, which, like the 'eleven true chapters in Genesis', can easily be discerned by the English reader, as they all end with the world 'Amen', except the last, which closes with the word 'Hallelujah'.
Book One comprises Psalms 1 to 41, and ends with the words 'Amen and Amen'. Book Two comprises Psalms 42 to 72, and ends with the words 'Amen and Amen'. Book Three comprises Psalms 73 to 89, and ends with the words 'Amen and Amen'. Book Four comprises Psalms 90 to 106 and ends with the words 'Let all the people say Amen'. Book Five comprises Psalms 107 to 150, and ends with the grandest Hallelujah Chorus ever put on to human lips.
But the beautiful and harmonious plan of the Bible is seen in the fact that these 'five books of Psalms' correspond in a very wonderful way with the first five books of the Bible (the Pentateuch).
The first 'book' answers to Genesis, the Book of the Beginnings, see Psalm 8. The second 'book' answers to
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Exodus, the Book of Redemption and Passover, see Psalm 51. The third 'book' answers to Leviticus, the Book of the Sanctuary of Atonement, see Psalm 84. The fourth 'book' answers to Numbers, the Book of the Wilderness or Sojourn, see Psalm 90. The fifth 'book' answers to Deuteronomy, the Book of the Word or Obedience, see Psalm 119.
Now this Book of Psalms stands, in the providence of God, just in the centre of our Bibles. It begins with God blessing man Psalm 1:1 and ends with man blessing God Psalm 150, while in between is found response to every experience that the human heart is capable of. From the centre of this heavenly music, the Spirit's voice may be heard offering the healing balm of these sweet songs to troubled humanity, and saying in the words of Psalm 81:2 'Take a Psalm'.
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon
The book of Proverbs begins with a Kingly Man, (1:1) and ends with a Queenly Woman, (31:10-31) while its intervening matchless chapters offer counsel and warnings to Young Men, (1:10) and Young Women, (9:13-18; 12:4) calling even little children into the paths of purity and right (20:11).
Here in Proverbs we have Heavenly Wisdom, leading the just into a path of light, 'That shineth more and more unto the perfect day' (Prov. 4:18).
In Ecclesiastes we get Earthly Folly, the temporary enjoyment of which so soon vanishes, leaving nothing to look forward to but 'days of darkness' (Eccles. 11:8) when 'man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets' (12:5).
Ecclesiastes commences with Vanity (1:2) and ends with Judgement (12:14).
Also in this book, the human heart, seeking for satisfaction in things that are 'under the sun', is found to be too big
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for the subject. For the things of this world can never satisfy the human heart.
In the Song of Solomon it is just the opposite. There, the subject, The Heavenly Lover, is too big for the human heart, even at its best. 'For the love of Christ passes knowledge' (Eph. 3:19) even as His peace 'passes understanding' (Phil. 4:7).
So then, in Ecclesiastes we learn how poor a rich man may be, that is a man who possesses all that the world can give, and yet has not Christ; while in the Song of Solomon we see how rich a poor man may be, who 'having nothing (in this world) yet (in Christ) possesses all things' (2 Cor. 6:10).
If therefore, we listen to the Heavenly Wisdom of the Proverbs, we shall turn from the earthly vanities of Ecclesiastes, and finding, as in the Song of Solomon, that 'He satisfieth the longing soul' (Ps. 107:9) we shall break out in the spirit of that song and say, 'We love Him because He first loved us'(1 John 4:19).
Isaiah
Here again, we can easily trace distinct evidences of design. Isaiah prophesied about 750 BC and therefore stands just midway between Moses, who gave the law about 1500 BC, and Jesus, who kept the law for us.
This prophecy divides itself naturally into three parts, each part commencing with a solemn call and ending with a solemn warning.
Part 1. 1:1 to 48:22 commences 'Hear O heavens, and give ear, O Earth' (1:2) and ends 'There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked'.
Part 2. 49:1 to 57:21 commences 'Listen O Isles unto Me, and hearken ye people from afar' and ends 'There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked'.
Part 3. 58:1 to 66:24 commences 'Cry aloud, spare not,
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lift up thy voice' and ends 'Their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched'.
Now it will be noticed that each of these three 'calls' is marked by a different characteristic, each distinctively revealing God's plan in the world through the ages. The first part had reference to the Jews. 'Israel My people' (1:3). It was the Jews, in the person of Abraham, whom God first called out to be His witness (Gen. 12:1-3). The second call was to the Gentiles: 'Ye people from afar' (49:1), 'the Gentiles' (49:6). The people of Israel having rejected God, and refused to obey His voice, were themselves rejected, in the words of the Apostle Paul: 'Seeing ye Qews) put it from you and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, Lo, we turn to the Gentiles' (Acts 13:46). So the message of salvation, originally offered to the Jews, has for the last 2,000 years been sent to the Gentiles, and they have heard it (Acts 28:28).
But the third call is once again to the Jews. 'My people', 'The House of Jacob' (58:1). 'For God has not (finally and altogether) cast away His people whom He foreknew (Rom. 11:2). 'Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles (only) until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled' (Luke 21:24). The people who once said, and are still saying, 'We will not have this Man to reign over us' (Luke 19:14) will yet look on Him 'whom they pierced, and shall mourn' (Zech. 12:10). So the light, having lighted the Gentiles, is yet to be the 'Glory of His People Israel' (Luke 2:32), 'for the gifts and calling of God are without repentance' (Rom. 11:29).
But more than this, bearing in mind the threefold division of this wonderful prophecy of which we have just seen, if two of us could start in imagination, one from where Moses stood, and one from where Jesus stood, 1500 years apart in point of time, and make our way towards each other, we should both arrive at the same time at this central prophecy of Isaiah, one at the beginning of the first

  The Scripture of Truth
section, and the other at the end of the third. If we proceed, we should arrive at the outskirts of the central part; and still continuing we should arrive at the middle chapter of the central part of this central prophecy which is none other than that marvellous 53rd chapter. But even this is not all. As we proceed through that chapter, we shall meet at length at the two central verses, when this remarkable fact is discovered, that those two verses contain the two great fundamental doctrines of the Bible; Man's sin, as stated in verse 6: 'All we like sheep have gone astray', and God's righteous remedy in Christ for man's sin as revealed in verse 7: 'He is brought as a Lamb to the slaughter'.
Daniel
This prophecy gives us, under the two symbols, first, of the great image which Nebuchadnezzar saw in chapter 2 and secondly, the Four Great Beasts which Daniel saw in chapter 7, the history of the four great Gentile powers (7:17) which were to come into successive existence from the days of Daniel down to the present time, and indeed 'to the time of the end' (11:35), called in Scripture 'the times of the Gentiles'(Luke 21:24).
The repetition in twofold form, is the custom in Scripture of laying stress on the certainty of the thing foretold (2:45). (See Genesis 41:32). Also the marvellous accuracy of these predictions, most of which have long since been literally fulfilled, can only be accounted for by the fact that here, as elsewhere in Scripture, the plan was divinely drawn up.
We have the Golden Head of Nebuchadnezzar's
image (2:32) and the Lion, the first great beast of
Daniel's vision (7:4). These represent the Babylonian
Empire (2:38) which, having existed from very early
times, came to an end in 538 BC, when, 'Belshazzar
King of the Chaldeans was slain' (5:30).
The Silver Breast and Two Arms of Nebuchad-
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nezzar's Image, (2:32), and the Bear, the second Great Beast of Daniel's vision, (7:5), represent the dual Monarchy (as indicated by the Two Arms) of the Medo Persian empire (2:39; 8:20) which followed immediately after the Babylonian, first under Cyrus (10:1) and after under Darius (11:1). This empire continued for about 200 years.
Then   follows   the   Trunk   of   the   Body,   which
Nebuchadnezzar saw, which was made of Brass (2:32)
and the Leopard, the Third Great Beast of Daniel's
dream (7:6). These represent the Macedonian (or
Greek) empire, (2:39; 8:21) which, following the
Medo-Persian, was founded by that great world con
queror, Alexander the Great, about 333 BC, but, as
the Leopard had Four Wings, and Four Heads, (7:6)
so, after Alexander's death, his dominion was divided
by his Generals into four kingdoms (8:21, 22). This
empire continued for nearly 300 years.
Finally we see the Two Iron Legs of Nebuchad
nezzar's image, with the Feet and Ten Toes of Iron
mingled with Clay (2:33) and the fourth beast 'dread
ful and terrible with iron teeth and ten horns' (7:7).
Here, in this last part, we have portrayed with minute accuracy, the Imperial Roman Empire, with its iron rule (2:40) which, replacing the Macedonian was at its height under Augustus Caesar (27 BC), during whose reign our Lord and the Apostles lived (Luke 2:1; Acts 25:21). This empire was subsequently, and for centuries, divided into two great sections (each with its own Emperor) containing in all, Ten Kingdoms, five in the East and five in the West, exactly as foretold in the vision, and as still symbolised by the Two-Headed Eagle looking East and West on the arms of Russia and Austria.
This last empire, though long since broken up, must sooner or later be reformed. For the 'little horn' with 'the eyes of a man' and 'a mouth speaking great


   
things' is to arise 'among' the ten horns (7:8); this is Antichrist (see Rev. 13). Also the 'Stone cut out of the mountain without hands' is to 'smite' the feet and ten toes (2:34), 'destroy' the little horn (7:26), and take the Kingdom (7:14). This is Christ (7:13).
[When reading this next paragraph concerning territorial changes, it must be remembered that the extract was written some 80 years ago. It is nevertheless instructive to record them here, and we may be able to add to the situation as we see it today.]
Now it is an undeniable fact that the last empire, (the Roman) is actually in process of reformation at the present time, as the following features show: the startling territorial changes now taking place in Europe, for example Spain's recent loss of Cuba and the Philippines, neither of which belonged to the old Roman Empire; the increasing influence of France over Morocco; and more striking still, Italy's acquisition of Tripoli, Morocco and Tripoli both having formed part of that empire; even our own Irish Home Rule measure; for Ireland never belonged to that Roman Empire, although England did.
While all these changes are rapidly taking place, we see at the same time the leading characteristics of that final empire showing themselves; the clay of democracy, awakening from its long sleep, and mingling in all parts of the world, as never before, with the iron of Governmental power (2:43).
Now in the wonderful plan of this remarkable book two great principles are divinely laid down.
1. The man of the world, in spite of all that the Scriptures say, will never believe in the failure of human government. To him, 'public opinion' is everything. To him worldly power and worldly glory are very attractive and greatly admired; so these great world powers appeared to Nebuchadnezzar as the colossal figure of a handsome man 'whose brightness was

excellent' (2:31). How different it was with Daniel. The Spiritual mind of the man of God, knew only too well the true character of those worldly powers in all their godlessness; and to him they appeared in their true light as nothing better than devouring beasts (Dan. 7).
2. This second great principle set out here is often under discussion, namely whether the world is becoming better or worse. As the metal of Nebuchadnezzar's image deteriorated from Gold to Silver, then Brass, and finally Iron mixed with Clay; and as Daniel's 'beasts' (bad as they were) also deteriorated in majesty and dignity from the Lion to the Bear, the Leopard to the 'Beast'; as we have further seen that the first empire was one, the second twofold, the third split into four, and the fourth became ten, indicating perpetual division and inevitable decay; so, in spite of all outward appearances of improvements due to education, science, and other civilising influences, God, 'Who seeth not as man seeth' (1 Sam. 16:7) declares in His Word that, in His sight, not only is the character of this present age evil in itself, (Gal. 1:4) but the tendency is ever downward not upwards, worse and not better, godless and not godlike; until 'evil men and seducers shall wax worse (2 Tim. 3:13). 'The love of many shall wax cold' (Matt. 24:12) and while the 'form' of godliness will remain, the power will be gone (2 Tim. 3:5) so that our Lord even raised the question as to whether, under such conditions, He should 'find any real faith on the earth?' (Luke 18:8).
Such then is the inevitable course of human events as foretold in the Scripture of Truth (Dan. 10:21) until, just as the 'little horn' arose on the head of the ten horned beast (7:7,8) so it is solemn and humiliating to realise that out of this very condition of things (which is the climax of human achievement) the anti-Christ will arise, 'the man of sin' (2

Thess. 2:3) who, embodying all the evil characteristics of the four world empires (Rev. 13:2) will constitute in himself the true counterpart of Nebuchadnezzar's image, as a kind of 'superman' possessing miraculous powers (Rev. 13:4,5). A Statesman, changing times and laws (Dan. 7:25). A world magnate, controlling all commerce (Rev. 13:16,17). A self-constituted head of a vast and popular, but false, religious system (2 Thess. 2:4). 'Deceiving (alas only too readily) them that dwell on the earth' (Rev. 13:14, 'Until He come Whose right it is' (Ezek. 21:27) '...even so come Lord Jesus'.
THE NEW TESTAMENT
Turning to the New Testament, we find the same thing: system, plan, design—everywhere. Take the Gospels for example. We have already considered this subject in part, but we must not altogether pass over it here.
Matthew wrote for the Jews, and set forth Jesus as King. Here God says to us, 'Behold your King' (Matt. 21:5). Mark wrote for the Romans, and sets forth Jesus as the True Servant of Jehovah. Here God says to us, 'Behold my Servant' (Isa. 42:1). Luke wrote for the Greeks, and sets forth Jesus as Son of Man. Here God says to us, 'Behold the Man' (John 19:5). John bears explicit testimony to the Deity of Jesus. Here God says to us, 'Behold your God' (Isa. 40:9).
Further still, each of these gospels, setting out a particular aspect of Jesus, finds its counterpart in the 'Living Creatures' mentioned in Ezekiel 1:10 and Revelation 4:7, which we are told, had the face of a Lion, an Ox, a Man, and an Eagle. The King in Matthew corresponds to the Lion, the King of beasts, 'The Lion of the Tribe of Judah' (Rev. 5:5). The Servant in Mark corresponds to the Ox, the emblem of patient service (Deut. 25:4). The Man in Luke corresponds to the Man, implying sympathy (Heb. 2:14— 18). The Divine One in John, corresponds to the Eagle,

which soars right up towards the blazing sun, undazzled by its splendour (Isa. 40:31).
Then again, there is distinct progressive teaching throughout these gospels. For example, Matthew closes with the Resurrection (Matt. 28). Mark closes with the Ascension (Mark 16:19). Luke closes with the Promise of the Spirit (Luke 24:49). John closes with Jesus breathing the Spirit upon His Disciples (John 20:22) and speaking of His Second Coming (John 21:22).
Also in these gospels we find 35 parables, and 35 Miracles.
The Epistles also display Divine Plan.
Paul's chief theme is Faith—which only God can see.
James' chief theme is Works—evidence before man of the faith he cannot see.
Peter's chief theme is Hope—the natural outcome of faith and works.
John's chief theme is Love—without which faith and works are nothing, and hope cannot live.
Jude's chief theme is the Growth of Ungodliness— which wrecks faith, destroys good works, blights hope, and makes love grow cold.
While the Revelation to John tells us that the God who has written all these great things to us (Hos. 8:12) will shortly make up His account with man (Rev. 22:12) 'and behold I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be'.
BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS
The plan of the Bible is further seen in comparing the beginning of The Book with its end, especially when it is remembered that the first writer, Moses, wrote some 1,600 years before Christ while the intermediate writers represented almost every grade of society, from kings and scholars, to herdsmen and fishermen, many of them having

no possible connection of any kind with the others. Here are a few examples:
In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth, 'And I saw a New Heaven and a New Earth, for the first Heaven and the first Earth were passed away' (Rev. 21:1).
God said, 'Let there be light' and God Himself divided the light from the darkness. But on the fourth day God made two great lights to appear, 'the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night' (Gen. 1:16). 'And the city had no need of sun nor moon to shine in it, for the Glory of God did lighten it...' (Rev. 21:23).
Satan enters to deceive (Gen. 3:1); 'and the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire...' (Rev. 20:10).
Man leaves God to run the race alone (Gen. 3:23). Jesus leaves God to save man, 'For God so loved the world, that He gave His only son..." (John 3:16).
Sin, pain, sorrow and death (Gen. 3:17-19); 'And God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death nor sorrow, neither any more pain...' (Rev. 21:4).
Tree of Life,...man driven away (Gen. 3:24). 'And the leaves of the Tree were for the healing of the nations' (Rev. 22:2).
Man hiding from God (Gen. 3:8). God dwelling with men (Rev. 21:3).
Earth destroyed by water (Gen. 7:23); Earth to be destroyed by fire (2 Pet. 3:10).
Many tongues causing confusion (Gen. 11:7). Many voices bringing blessing (Rev. 7:9,10).
A great nation (Gen. 12:2); 'out of EVERY tribe and kindred and tongue' (Rev. 5:9).
THE CENTRAL SUBJECT
It would be impossible to close this section on the Plan of

the Bible, without definite reference being made to its central subject, the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Bible is God's portrait album, and although it contains the portraits of many saints and sinners, there may be found on every page a portrait of Himself. But as 'no man has seen God at any time' (John 1:18) and 'no man can see God's face and live' (Exod. 33:20), 'The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him' (John 1:18) so that what we really see, as we open our Bible is, 'The face of Jesus Christ' (2 Cor. 4:6) 'Who is the image of the Invisible God' (Col. 1:15) 'Being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person' (Heb. 1:3), and He has graciously assured us that 'He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father' (John 14:9).
As the planets revolve around the sun, so the truths of the Bible may be said to revolve round the person of the Lord Jesus; in every part of Scripture there may be found that which will lead the discerning heart to Jesus.
As it was said of the temple, so it may be said with equal truthfulness concerning the Bible, 'Every whit of it uttereth His glory' (Ps. 29:9).
Herein lies the solemn importance of Jesus' words to the Jews as recorded in John 5:39,40: 'Ye search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life and these are they which bear witness of Me. And (yet) ye will not come to me that ye might have life' (Revised Version).
'Alas' we say, 'for the blindness of the Jews'. (Alas for the blindness of many Gentiles too.)
For nothing is more conspicuous in the Bible, even in the Old Testament too, than the presence of the Lord Jesus; and yet how often we read the Scriptures as if they had taken away our Lord from its pages.
One might envy Cleophas and his friend (probably his wife), (John 19:25) as, during that memorable walk to Emmaus, they must have had such a vision of Christ in the Scriptures as few had before or since (Luke 24:32) when, 'Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded

unto them in aJJ the Scriptures the things concerning Himself (Luke 24:27).
It need not matter very much where the Bible is opened, Christ will be seen everywhere. He is set forth in prophecy and in type of almost every kind.
It was this profound truth that Peter laid such stress on in his address in the house of Cornelius, when he said 'To Him give all the prophets witness' (Acts 10:43).
There are altogether about 1,000 prophecies in the Bible, about 800 in the Old Testament, and about 200 in the New. Of those in the Old, no less than 333 centre in the person of Jesus. The Old Testament reveals Christ the Messiah. The New Testament reveals Jesus the Saviour. So that if we study the Old Testament in the light of the New, we see Jesus Christ. While if we look at the New Testament through the Old, we see Christ Jesus.
He is the seed of the woman (Gal. 4:4) implying the virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14), to bruise the serpent's head (Gen. 3:15).
He is the seed of Abraham, in whom all nations are to be blessed (Gen. 22:18).
He is the seed of David (John 7:42) to reign as King for ever and ever (Rev. 11:15).
We read of three Arks in the Bible, each being a figure of Christ: Noah's Ark, in which were preserved the elect family. The Ark of Bulrushes, in which was preserved an elect child, Moses. The Ark of the Covenant, which contained the Law (type of Him who said); 'Thy law is within My heart' (Ps. 40:8).
Then we read of two rocks which gave water in the wilderness, both of which speak of Christ (1 Cor. 10:4). The first rock (the original of which implies a low lying 'bed rock') which was smitten by Divine command (Exod. 17:6) setting forth Christ in His humiliation, stricken, smitten of God' (Isa. 53:4). The second rock, (the original of which is a different word, and implies a high and lofty rock) was to be spoken to, not smitten (Num. 20:8). This






sets forth Christ exalted as our High Priest, to whom we have now only to speak in prayer. Herein lay the sin of Moses in smiting this rock, 'For then must He often have suffered since the foundation of the world; but now once in the end of the world hath He appeared put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb. 9:26).
Again, Moses led the people from Egypt, by opening a way through the Red Sea. Joshua led the people to Canaan by opening a way through the Jordan. Jesus leads us both out of Egypt, and into Canaan by going through the waters of death for us. 'He brought us out, that He might bring us in' (Deut. 6:23). But it took both Moses and Joshua to set out this aspect of Christ's redemptive work.
In a similar way the combined offices of Moses and Aaron set out certain aspects of our Lord's character and work. An Apostle is one who speaks from God to the people. This was Moses. A high priest is one who speaks from the people to God. This was Aaron. But Jesus is both. So then, in Hebrews 3:1 we are enjoined to 'consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession Christ Jesus'.
The Tabernacle of Moses is another absorbing study. A further type of Christ 'Having therefore boldness to enter into the Holiest, by the blood of Jesus... through the veil, which is His flesh' (Heb. 10:20). The four aspects of the life and death of Jesus for us to consider are:
The Badger's skin covering (Exod. 26:14). The outer
one of all, unadorned and unattractive, represents
what Christ is to the unrenewed heart. To such 'He
has no form nor comeliness... no beauty that they
should desire  Him'  and  so  'He  is  despised  and
rejected of men' (Isa. 53:2,3).
The Ram's skin dyed red (Exod. 26:14). The one
immediately under the badger skin, that which was
first   seen   after   the   badger's   skin   covering   was
removed. Made probably of the skins of animals slain
in sacrifice (Gen. 22:13) and dyed in their own blood.





When the eyes of a sinner are opened, the first thing he sees is this Ram's skin dyed red, which speaks of the cross and 'The blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanses from all sin' (1 John 1:7).
The Goat's hair covering (Exod. 26:7). This the third
covering was pure white. This reminds us of the two
Goats (Lev. 16:7) one of which was slain, and the
other sent away 'by the hand of a fit man' (v.21)
bearing 'upon him all their iniquities unto a land not
inhabited'  (v.22).  Here we get the blessed con
sequences of a 'faith look' at the Ram's skins dyed
red... sin put away 'as far as the East is from the
West' (Ps. 103:12) to be remembered no more (Heb.
8:12).
The Beautiful Curtain (Exod. 26:1) of fine twined
linen, blue and purple and scarlet, was the innermost
covering of all; it was seen only by the Priests 'within
the veil'. The Cherubim worked upon it speak of
Heaven, while the fine linen and purple speak of
kingly wealth (Luke 16:19; John 19:2). Here is Jesus in
Glory, within the veil, King of Kings, and Lord of
Lords. But as in this veil, the scarlet of His blood is
still seen, so throughout eternity the song of the ran
somed, as they gaze upon His Glory and Beauty, will
be 'Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood... to Him be glory. Amen'
(Rev. 1:5,6).
Many of the leading characters in the Bible were also types of Christ. Adam, as head of the race (1 Cor. 15:22) yet whose side had to be opened before he could have a bride (John 19:34). Noah, whose family was saved from the flood on account of his own personal righteousness (Gen. 7:1); Melchisedek, in his abiding Priesthood (Heb. 7:3); Isaac, who was laid upon the altar as his father's 'only son' (Gen. 22:2; John 3:16); Joseph, despised, associated in his suffering with two others (the butler and the baker) one of

whom was saved, the other lost. Finally exalted, blessing his brothers and the nation; Moses, the man who preached the first 'sermon on the mount' (Sinai), the meek leader of the people, feeding the hungry (Exod. 16:15), willing to be 'blotted out' that his people might be forgiven and spared (Exod. 32:32); Aaron, bearing the names of the people on his heart of love (Exod. 28:29) 'and Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgement upon his heart...' and shoulders of strength (Exod. 28:12) 'and Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord upon his two shoulders..." and presenting the blood of the covenant before God the Holiest (Heb. 9:7); Joshua, another form of the name 'Jesus', it is equal to 'Saviour'; David hated, yet afterwards exalted; Jonah, (Matt. 12:40) 'But there shall be no sign given to it (that generation) except that of the prophet Jonah, for as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale, so shall the Son of Man be...'
These, and many others were types of Christ.
Also, the 'coats of skins' (with which the Lord God covered the nakedness of Adam and Eve) (Gen. 3:21) speaks to us of Christ (Rev. 3:18). 'I counsel you to buy of Me.., and white raiment to cover you, that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear'. Was this God's first lesson to Adam and Eve that it was now necessary to shed blood to provide such a covering? Abel's acceptable offering was a firstling of the flock. Cain was told, 'Sin offering cou-cheth at thy door...' (Gen. 4:7). Had he taken it, he could have done well, and been happy.
The four great offerings of which we read in Leviticus, and to which reference is so often made in the Epistle to the Hebrews, gave a four-fold view of our great Substitute. Indeed, every offering and sacrifice, of which the Old Testament is full, points to the same blessed person, and this from every conceivable point of view.
In Genesis we have the sacrifice for the Individual (Gen. 4:4); Abel. In Exodus we have the sacrifice for the house-



hold (Exod. 12:3); the Passover. In Leviticus we have the sacrifice for the nation (Lev. 4:13-15); 'If the whole congregation of Israel shall sin... the congregation shall offer a young bullock'. And in John 3:16 we have the sacrifice for the world 'For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son...'
So to the eye of faith, over every offering and sacrifice instituted under the Mosaic law, may be seen the words of John the Baptist, 'Behold the Lamb of God' (John 1:36).
It was this blessed truth of the presence of Jesus throughout the whole of the Old Testament Scriptures that Stephen, ('filled with the Holy Spirit') sought to impress upon his hearers in his last address before he was martyred when speaking of Christ, he said, 'This is He that was in the congregation in the wilderness, with the angel that spoke to him (Moses) in the Mount Sinai, and with the fathers' (Acts 7:38).
But the Lord Jesus Christ is the essence of all Bible truth, and indeed the central subject. May God give us eyes to see that face on every page.
So then, may 'we all with open face beholding, as in a glass, the Glory of the Lord, be changed into the same image' (2 Cor. 3:18).
THE LOST BOOKS
It is undeniable that there have been other books, some of them even written by prophets, containing Jewish records etc., of more or less value, which are actually referred to in the Bible, but which may have long since been lost.
It may be both interesting and instructive to note these, with just a brief comment.
'The Book of the Wars of the Lord' (Num. 21:14). 'The Book of Jasher' (Josh. 10:13; 2 Sam. 1:18). 'The Book of the Acts of Solomon' (1 Kings 11:41). 'The Book of Nathan the Prophet' (1 Chron. 29:29). 'The Book of Gad the Seer' (1 Chron. 29:29).

'The Book of Ahijah the Shilonite' (2 Chron. 9:29). 'The Visions of Iddo the Seer' (2 Chron. 9:29).
It seems safe to assume that these books were of a purely local and limited nature, containing matters, and instances, relating to certain experiences in the wanderings of the Israelites.
A very striking instance of this occurs in Joshua 10:13 in connection with the sun standing still. The Holy Spirit, however, who foreknew that there would come in the last days 'scoffers' (2 Pet. 3:3) who would disbelieve this wonderful story, actually anticipated such objections by referring at the time to an outside, uninspired, contemporary writer, who had recorded that very event, the writer being no other than 'Jasher the Upright', who from his name would scarcely be suspected of writing anything but the truth. 'Is this not written in the book of Jasher...' (Josh. 10:13).
But when we think of the marvellous career of the Israelites, from the earliest days of their history to the time of their dispersion, the wonder is, not that there were some half dozen books 'lost' from the Bible, containing partial records of that unique people, but that we have not heard of many more such books.
In any case, it is evident that those which are named were made to serve the divine purpose, for the time being, as outside and independent evidence of, and testimony to, the truth of what the prophets wrote.
THE BIBLE TELLS OF FUTURE EVENTS
It is most important for those who want to believe and teach the Scriptures, to know the coming events which it clearly sets out. The Bible is the only book in which future events are unfolded, and we will look at them in the order in which they will happen.

The Coming of the Lord
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 'But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.'
This may happen at any moment (Rev. 22:7). Only those who are truly saved will participate (1 Cor. 15:23).
It will take place instantly 'In the twinkling of an eye' (1 Cor. 15:52).
Not all believers will die, but all will be changed (1 Cor. 15:51). They will be like Christ (1 John 3:2; Rom. 8:16-25).
The Tribulation
Matthew 24:5-31. 'For many shall come in My Name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, see that ye be not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of all nations for My Name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the


same shall be saved. And this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the Holy place, (whosoever readeth, let him understand), then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains; let him which is on the housetop not come down to take anything out of his house; neither let him which is in the field return to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days. But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day; for then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. Then if any man shall say unto you Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth; behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.' After Christ's coming for His saints, the earth will experience a period of great sorrow and suffering, known







as 'The Tribulation'. During this period, the Jews will return to Israel, but still as unbelievers. A great ruler will arise, in whom will be the spirit of 'Antichrist'. So great will be the suffering of those times, that unless the days were shortened, no life would survive. But God will preserve those of the race of the Jews, who have remained faithful to Him.
Christ's Coming to Reign
Malachi 4:1-3. 'For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of Hosts.'
Relief from the Tribulation will come when Jesus again returns to the earth in great Glory and Power. His enemies will be destroyed, and He will judge those nations which have persecuted faithful Jews.
The opening verses of Revelation chapter 20, record that Satan will be bound with a chain in the bottomless pit for 1,000 years.
The Millennium
Isaiah 32:1. 'Behold, a King shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgement'.
Isaiah 35:1-7. 'The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the Glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.


'Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not; behold your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; He will come and save you.
'The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing; for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water; in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.5
Isaiah 65:17-25. 'For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and joy in my people; and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days; for the child shall die an hundred years old; the sinner being a hundred years old shall be accursed. And they shall build houses and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat; for as the days of the tree are the days of My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock; and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My Holy Mountain, saith the Lord.'
When His work of judgement has been completed, Christ will set up His kingdom on the earth. Jerusalem will














be His Capital. He will reign on the earth for a thousand years. This period is known as the Millennium. It will be an era of peace and happiness. We read that nature will be entirely different, and the lion will lie down with the lamb. The desert will blossom like the rose. Men will live to very old ages. It will be a time of great prosperity. There will not be any war. Although sin will not be entirely absent, it will be punished immediately it occurs.
Judgement from the Great White Throne Revelation 20:11-15. 'And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the Books were opened; and another Book was opened, which is the Book of Life; and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the Books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them; and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire."
At the end of the reign of 1,000 years by Christ, the judgement of the Great White Throne will take place. This is the judgement of the wicked dead. No saved person will be involved. The graves will give up the bodies of unbelievers, and Hades (or hell) will give up their souls. They will then stand before Christ to be judged. Because their names are not found written in the Lamb's Book of Life, they will be found guilty and sentenced to the lake of fire to suffer conscious and eternal punishment.
Eternity... Life Everlasting Revelation 21:1-7. 'And I saw a New Heaven and a New









Earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.
'And I John saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of Heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of Heaven saying, Behold the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the former things are passed away.
'And He that sat upon the Throne said, Behold I make all things new. And He said unto me Write; for these words are true and faithful. And He said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be My son.'
The final picture of future events is the Eternal state, the earth, as we know it, will have been destroyed by fire (2 Pet. 3:7). But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgement (2 Pet. 3:10). 'But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, the the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.'
Time, as we know it, will have ceased. All true believers will be enjoying endless happiness in heaven. All who rejected the Saviour will be suffering in the blackness of darkness for ever.
As God in His mercy has shown us these things in His Word, so we are compelled to ask ourselves individually, 'Where will I spend Eternity?'











